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and failing to wax siiifficiently enthusiastic over the Cadet triumphs in the "parliamentary" arena of the First Duma! Five years have passed since then; it is nece's-saTy to give a general appraisal of the period of the First Duma, and the Cadets proclaim .quite nonchalantly, as if changing a pair of gloves, that "The centre of gravity during that period was not, of course, the speeches in the Duma."
Of course, not, gentlemen! But what, then, was the centre of gravity?
"Behind the scenes," we read in the Rech, "a sharp struggle was going on between the representatives of two trends. One recommended a policy of compromise with the people's representatives, not shrinking even before the formation of a 'Cadet Cabinet.5 The oihe'r demanded sharp ac-tionT dissolution of the State Duma and reform of the election law. That was the program advocated by the Council of the United Nobility, which enjoyed the support of powerful influences." ... "At first Stolypin hesitated. There are indications that on two occasions, through Kryzhanov-sky, he made overtures to Mulromtsev, proposing to discuss the possibility of forming a Cadet Cabinet with Stolypin as Minister of the Interior. But at the same time Stolypin undoubtedly maintained contact with the Council of the United Nubility."
That is how history is written by the educated, learned and well-read leaders of the liberals! So it appears) that the "centre of gravity" was not speeches, but the struggle between-'two trends within the Black-Hundred tsarist court clique! Irasnediate "onslaught," without delays, was the policy of the Contncil of the United Nobility, i.e., not of individual persons, not of Nicholas Romanov, not of "one trend" in "high quarters," but of a definite class. The Cadets clearly and soberly see their rivals on the Right. But what was to the Left of the Cadets has disappeared from their field of vision. History was being made by the "high